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The book contains many personal stories and photographs. Louise Kemp interviewed over 60 people to keep the past
alive.

It tells of the parents and grandparents of disabled children, desperately in need of service assistance, who had
ideas for a cottage home

- It tells of community leaders who had the skills to inspire governments and private people to contribute funds

- It tells of the many local volunteers who raised money, or donated their time, labour and talents

- It traces the management of the organisation and the changes in attitude over 50 years

The book is more than a local history. It will be of interest to anyone with connections to the disability field as it traces
the history of disability services in Victoria. The development of Woodbine reflects the changes in community
attitudes and the Government’s slow acceptance of its responsibility to fund services adequately. As Rhonda Galbally
says “The Woodbine Story does not shrink from depicting the flawed history of disability care in Victoria...... , the

Government’s shameful neglect and the community’s prejudice”

The book is a valuable reference to professionals and students in the disability field.

The book is easy to read, with personal stories which will touch the heart. 124 pages
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